
 
 
 

 

TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Interim Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: 101/46W Project Approvals/Environmental Documentation (PAED) Phase 
 
DATE: November 15, 2005 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider awarding a contract with URS Corporation to prepare 

the Project Approval/Environmental Documentation (PAED) phase for the ultimate 
improvements at 101/46W Interchange. 

 
 
FACTS: 1. In 1997, the City entered into a Cooperative Agreement with the San Luis Obispo 

Council of Governments (SLOCOG) the County of San Luis Obispo, and a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), to study potential transportation improvements in the 
area of the Route 101/46W interchange.  The purpose of the agreement is to 
facilitate a review of the near-term and long-term traffic operations and cumulative 
traffic impacts of regional/local growth/development to a study area including the 
Route 101/46W interchange.   

 
 2. On February 18, 2003 URS Corporation was selected to prepare the Project Study 

Report (PSR). 
  
 3. In April 2005, a Project Study Report (PSR) was approved by Caltrans. The purpose 

of the PSR was to identify alternatives to improve safety and reduce congestion in 
and around the US Route 101/46 West interchange consistent with local and 
regional plans. Recommendations resulting from the PSR would be as follows: 

 

• Improve the southbound and northbound US Route 101 ramp intersections 
with State Route 46 West to meet Caltrans minimum Level of Service. 

• Improve the frontage road intersections with State Route 46 West to meet the 
City of El Paso de Robles minimum Level of Service. 

• Reduce interregional and regional congestion through the US 
Route 101/State Route 46 West interchange. 

• Further the goals of the General Plans for the City of El Paso de Robles and 
the County of San Luis Obispo, and the SLOCOG Regional Transportation 
Plan. 

• Resolve the storage capacity need at the interchange. 
 
 4. The PSR provided several alternatives meeting Caltrans design standards that could 

be implemented. In order to determine the final design, the next phase of the 
project will require preparation of a Project Approval and Environmental 
Document (PAED). At this phase, public input will be solicited and a final 
alternative will be selected for design and construction. 

 
 5. Attached is a Scope of Work & Fee Proposal from URS Corporation for this next 

phase. 
 



 
ANALYSIS 
AND 
CONCLUSION: The approved PSR provided five alternatives approved by Caltrans that could be further 

investigated for the final project. 
 
 Alternate Description 

 “No Build” No improvements to the existing interchange 

 __ Roundabouts at the US Route 101 ramp termini for NB and SB traffic 

 __ A full spread diamond replacement interchange (meets current design 
standards) 

 __ A roundabout on the east side of the interchange (NB US Route 101 
ramp termini) combined with realignment of the frontage roads on the 
west side of the interchange and of the US Route 101 SB ramp termini 
to the west 

 __ Roundabouts at the US Route 101 ramp termini for NB and SB traffic 
(minimum build alternative without the traffic demand of a future local 
arterial river crossing to the east of the interchange that is shown in the 
City’s General Plan) 

  (See also attached exhibits illustrating these alternatives) 
 
 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: General Plan 
 Adopted Capital Improvement Program 
 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: The fee proposal from URS Corporation to perform this work is $544,997. The recently 

adopted CIP Budget appropriated $600,000 for this project, of which $300,000 is from a 
SLOCOG grant. 

 
 
OPTIONS: a. Authorize the City Manager to enter a contract with URS Corporation to prepare a 

PAED for the 101/46W ultimate improvements in the amount of $544,997. 
 
 b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
 
Attachments (2) 

1) Exhibits (4 alternative layouts) 
2) Scope of Work & Fee Proposal 

 


















































































